
INVITATION 5 TO CANDIDATES FOR MAYOR AND WARD COUNCILOR
IN PRINCE EDWARD COUNTY

SEPTEMBER 20, 2022

Truth and Reconciliation

September 30 marks Canada's second annual National Day for Truth and Reconciliation – a day that 
"honours the children who never returned home and Survivors of residential schools, as well as their 
families and communities."

The Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s 94 Calls to Action include calls to municipal governments 
that apply to County Council:

• to adopt and implement the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as 
the framework for reconciliation (CTA 43)

• to repudiate concepts used to justify European sovereignty over Indigenous peoples and lands, 
such as the Doctrine of Discovery and terra nullius, and to reform those laws, government 
policies, and litigation strategies that continue to rely on such concepts (CTA 47)

• to provide education to public servants on the history of Aboriginal peoples, including the 
history and legacy of residential schools, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples, Treaties and Aboriginal rights, Indigenous law, and Aboriginal-Crown 
relations (CTA 57)

In light of increasing concern over a lack of effort and progress on the Calls to Action generally, the 
Canadian government is establishing a National Council for Reconciliation to "monitor, evaluate and 
report on reconciliation efforts, including the implementation of the Calls to Action, as well as be a 
catalyst for innovative thought, dialogue and action."

Against this background,

1. Please rate your level of agreement with the following:

Strongly
disagree Disagree

Neither
disagree
or agree Agree

Strongly
agree

 Council should adopt a Strategic Initiative to 
respond to Calls to Action 43, 47 and 57.

2. Please explain your rating.

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/national-day-truth-reconciliation.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/crown-indigenous-relations-northern-affairs/news/2022/06/government-introduces-legislation-to-establish-national-council-for-reconciliation.html
https://press.un.org/en/2012/hr5088.doc.htm
https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/wp-content/uploads/sites/19/2018/11/UNDRIP_E_web.pdf
https://ehprnh2mwo3.exactdn.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Calls_to_Action_English2.pdf


Transparency and Privacy

The Municipal Act requires Council “to ensure the accountability and transparency of the operations of 
the municipality, including the activities of the senior management of the municipality.” To this end, 
Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (MFIPPA) gives everyone the right to 
access County records  – with certain exemptions that are meant to protect privacy.

I recently asked the Clerk about the annual requests for County records – and the County’s responses – 
and was advised that there’s no public register of requests for County records, such as other 
municipalities (e.g. Oshawa and Newmarket) provide. I was also advised that the County may consider 
developing a policy for routine disclosure and/or active dissemination of County records in the future.

For candidates who want to learn more about the routine disclosure and active dissemination of 
records, I’d recommend: The Association of Municipal Managers, Clerks and Treasurers of Ontario 
(2022). Considerations for establishing routine disclosure and active dissemination.

Against this background,

3. Please rate your level of agreement with the following statements:

Strongly
disagree Disagree

Neither
disagree
or agree Agree

Strongly
agree

 (a)  The cost of maintaining a public register of 
requests for County records would likely 
outweigh its benefits.
 (b)  The cost of the routine disclosure of County 
records  would likely outweigh its benefits.
 (c)  The cost of the active dissemination of 
County records would likely outweigh its 
benefits.

4. For any one of your ratings above, please describe your analysis of the different costs and benefits 
that lead to your conclusion (max. 500 words).

Please email your responses by 8 pm on Monday, September 26, 2022.

Thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts with voters.

https://amcto.com/getmedia/b1f36b73-44bf-41d8-9047-a9b7e14d02d1/MFIPPA_Guide_2022_V3-FINAL.aspx
https://www.newmarket.ca/TownGovernment/Pages/Freedom%20of%20Information%20and%20Privacy/Summary-of-FOI-Activities-for-2020.aspx
https://www.oshawa.ca/en/city-hall/freedom-of-information.aspx#Summary-of-F-O-I-Requests
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90m56
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/01m25#BK299
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